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ASC e-News 
 
 
Electronic news from the Adelaide Soaring Club         1st  September, 2020 

 

 

AHA.  Spring has sprung, the grass has rizz – I wonder where all the birdies is? 

Yes, spring is here and isn’t the airfield looking a treat. Spring also means AGM and there will 

be some changes to the Committee due to normal retirements for a variety of reasons. There are 

also some changes to positions due to Constitutional requirements. I will expand on those further 

on. 

On a sad note – Mick Wright, a great guy and really valuable member of our club, has passed 

away. 

 

Karl Faeth  

 

MICK WRIGHT 
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The funeral for Mick Wright was conducted in the Taylor & Forgie Cowan Street Chapel  on 

Tuesday, 11
th

 August this year. Due to Covid-19 restrictions numbers had to be limited, 

however, friends and relatives and a number of us members from the Adelaide Soaring Club 

were able to attend and pay our last respects. Paul Madden, who knew me from SAPOL, did an 

excellent job leading and officiating the service. 

 

There were great tributes from his daughter Michaela and long term family friends and also from 

Mark Michell and Tom and Karen Leech. Karen actually wrote a poem for Mick that really 

came from the heart. It was truly an emotional occasion with tears shed. 

 

Those of us that knew Mick (don’t ever call me Linton) and dealt with him during his 

Recreational Aviation Maintenance work, completely agreed with Tom Leech when he very 

lovingly described Mick as a “Grumpy old bastard with a heart of gold”. 

 

Mick was one of those people in the ASC that you could rely on, he always had an engine, brake 

or instrument part that you needed, even if it was 2
nd

 hand, but it got you back in the air. On 

those very few occasions when he didn’t have it, he always pointed you in the direction of where 

you could get it. His advice on occasions was invaluable. 

 

I was always amazed by his skills and ability to get out of trouble. Once I went with him to 

Truro Flats to fit a new propeller to one of our Jabirus so that I could fly it back. He had 

assembled the propeller before we left and on arrival it didn’t look right to me. I wasn’t game to 

criticise but on fitting it Mick realised that one blade was set at the wrong angle. Not a problem. 

 

He fitted the propeller and then used a length of wood along the flat of the correct blade to make 

a mark on the ground. He then turned the propeller, used the mark on the ground to adjust the 

other blade to the same angle. I flew the Jabiru back to Gawler and we measured the blade 

angles. They were perfect. 

MICK YOU ARE SADLY MISSED. 

 

Included in the handout to attendees was a “Flyers Prayer” by Patrick J. Phillips. I think it is a 

great prayer and all pilots will no doubt relate to it. Here it is. 

 

When this life I’m in is done   I doubt he’ll ask me of my fame 

And at the gates I stand   Or all the things I knew, instead 

My hope is that I answer all   He’ll ask of rainbows sent 

His questions on command   On rainy days I flew. 

 

The hours logged, the status reached, Or what about the droplets clear,   

The ratings will not matter.   I spread across your screen? 

He’ll ask me if I saw the rays   And did you see the twinkling eyes, 

And how He made them scatter.  Of student pilots keen? 

 

The way your heart jumped in your chest Remember how the runway lights 

That special solo day    Looked one night long ago 

Did you take time to thank the ones  When you were lost and found your way, 

Who fell along the way?   And how you still not know? 

 

How fast, how far, how much, how high? And did you see the patchwork fields 

He’ll ask me not these things   And mountains I did mold 

But did I take the time to watch  The mirrored lakes and velvet hills 

The moonbeams wash my wings?  Of these did I behold? 
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The wind He flung along my wings   And when the goals are reached at last 

On final almost stalled     When all the flying’s done 

And did I know it was His name   I’ll answer him with no regret 

That I so fearfully called?    Indeed I had some fun 

 

So when these things are asked of me, 

And I can reach no higher, 

My prayer this day – His hand extends 

To welcome home a Flyer.  

 

LATEST COVID-19  NEWS 
 

Covid-19 is still with us so please continue to follow the ASC guidelines in relation to social 

distancing, cleaning of aircraft and headsets and being very diligent with checking passengers 

for AEF and TIF flights. Most of us Instructors have done the Covid Marshall course so we’ll 

keep an eye on members to ensure they stay safe and abide by the rules. 

 

INTENSIVE GLIDING COURSE 

 

This course is focussed on members in their early flying careers that want to accelerate their 

progress towards solo. 

 

The course is planned for Sunday 18
th

 to Friday the 23
rd

 of October. There will be dedicated 

Instructors and a limited number of students per Instructor to ensure learning experience is 

maximised. 

 

The course will commence with a group briefing and theory session. The afternoon could see 

some flying but most of the flying will commence from Monday. The aim is to have 5 flights 

daily. 

 

Places are limited and expressions have already been received from non-members. 

To register your interest, please email Tommy Kalsbeek. tommy.kalsbeek@gmail.com 

With the following information: 

 Current experience 

 Goals for the coming soaring season and/or gliding in general 

 Date joined Adelaide Soaring Club 

 Is accommodation required on campground or bunkrooms? 

 

 

AEROBATICS  &  DUAL AEROTOW COURSE 

 
Glider Pilots  
The next Aerobatics course has been scheduled by Frank Johann for Sunday 11th October 
and the next Dual Aerotow course for Sunday 25th October. 
 
The format is that there will be theory instruction before the flying sequences and anyone is 
welcome to attend the theory sessions. Flying training is obviously subject to suitable weather 
conditions. From Frank: 
 

So if you want to do any of these courses & specifically fly for a rating: 

mailto:tommy.kalsbeek@gmail.com
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 You'd be current with your flying (with ASC's general currency requirement of flown on last 6 
weeks) & single seater glider pilot (so off of daily check flights)! 

 A skill of being able to do a well executed 'boxing of tug slipstream' on tow is also a worthy 
guideline. 

 Have no 'faults' or 'issues' with your flying, i.e. being able to fly as a command pilot with high 
degree of proficiency & currency. 

 If you don't have above, you can still attend & if you like do some flying, but what you achieve 
may be limited. 

 Also not being current etc can be demoralising, as one of many things with not being current is 
ability to deal with new or different situations. 

Course notes will be supplied. 
 
FLINDERS CAMP 
 

The ASC Flinders expedition for 2020 is going ahead from 26 Sep to 3 Oct, and time is getting 
short. If you are interested and haven’t put your name down, please register by putting your 
name on the list on the noticeboard in the clubroom, or ringing the office and getting them to 
do it for you. It’s important for planning what aircraft to take. 

 
HISTORY CORNER 

History In Our Own Time 

Well, not all history is ancient history, so I thought that this month it would be interesting to 
look back to what we were up to 10 years ago.  

This month 10 years ago we did of course have our Annual General Meeting just as we did in 
2020. However, in 2020 you could attend on-line but there was no such modern nonsense in 
2010 – you were either there in the clubhouse, or you were nowhere.   

Here’s some highlights taken from ASC e-News at the time – 

AGM: The club’s AGM was held on 21 August, with approximately 50 members in attendance.  

New Committee members Alan Gill and Michael Scutter were welcomed and outgoing 

members Rob Hatswell and Ken Lovell were thanked for their service. Other elected members 

continuing on the Committee are Darrell Ingham, Tom Leech, Glenn Schwarz, Ken Sumpter, 

and Geoff Wood. 

 

Following the AGM an excellent dinner was enjoyed by all, catered by the ASC Social and 

House Group – thanks to all involved. 

 

Committee meeting: The first meeting of the new Committee was held on 26 August. Glenn 

Schwarz was elected unopposed as President, as was Geoff Wood as Vice President. Darryl 

Trigg accepted the ex-officio position of Secretary, and John Nicholls is continuing as Treasurer 

until the end of 2010  at the request of the Committee in order to provide continuity of financial 

affairs at a time when many other club officer positions are changing.  

 

The positions of ASC CFI were also filled. The club has a CFI for gliders and a CFI of Light 

Sport Aircraft. The Committee has determined that Richard Skinner will be CFI (gliders)... and 

Karl Faeth will be CFI (LSA).  
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 Flinders and Bunyan Expeditions: Following recommendations from the  Glider 

Operations Group, the ASC Committee approved the DG 505, the DG 1000 and one Discus to 

go to the Flinders and to the Bunyan wave camp. One tug was also approved to go to the 

Flinders.  

 NEXY lives! The Northern Expressway was let loose on the world at 4 pm on 13 

September, almost four years after the fateful meeting in our old clubhouse when Project 

Director Luigi Rossi met us all to let us know we were moving.  It’s probably fair to say 

we’ve got some good things out of it and suffered some disadvantages but for better or worse the 

Expressway is now operational.  It should provide a less stressful journey from Adelaide.. 

.  

 There was a great deal of activity last Sunday 12 September, the NEXY opening day, 

with club flying of all types, an impromptu BBQ and lots of visitors to our aerodrome, including 

the Nanchang flown by Kevin Lewis and a formation of four visiting Chipmunks led by Marc 

Michell. The ASC took a full part in the opening festivities thanks to the efforts of Phil Pullem 

who represented us on the DTEI organising group and put much personal effort into it all. We 

received excellent exposure. Thank you Phil!! 

 

New Jabiru: A new Jabiru has been ordered for the club and the deposit paid. Delivery is 

expected in December (popular, aren’t they – none available from  stock!).  

 

So there it is. I’ve highlighted names of people who were written up 10 years ago and it’s good 

to see how many remain members of the club. Many are still very active,  albeit in new roles in 

the club. Surprisingly few have moved on, while sadly some have passed away. And the Jabirus 

are still giving us good service to this day! 

Geoff Wood 

ASC History Coordinator 
 
 SAGA  of   GLIDING 

 

SAGA is the South Australian Gliding Association, the State Association which sits under the 
GFA. It is responsible for oversight of operations and airworthiness for gliding in SA and NT, and 
for arranging competitions and other matters which help the system function. 

On 22 August SAGA held its Annual General Meeting in the ASC clubhouse at Gawler. Steve 
Pegler from our club has been SAGA President for some years, with Brenton Swart filling the 
important role of SA/NT delegate to the GFA Board and Tom Leech heading Operations for 
SAGA. 

Steve, Brenton and Tom stood down at this meeting. Bernard Eckey from Balaklava Gliding Club 
was elected President and Peter Brooks from ASC will represent SA/NT on the GFA Board. As 
outgoing President, Steve Pegler presented an award to Keith Willis from Bordertown-Keith 
Gliding Club for his many years of service to SAGA: 

Ali SWART and Peter TEMPLE will continue as Secretary and Airspace Officer respectively. 



6 
 

 

 
 

ASC at the BEAUMONT CUB GROUP 

 

Each year the Cubs / Scouts organisation focus on a theme to be addressed in conjunction with 

their normal activities. 

This year the theme was “Flight” 

 

To that end, the ASC was afforded an opportunity to give two presentations to the Beaumont 

Cubs group on Monday 17
th

 and Tuesday 18
th

 of August. 

 

As a result of an invitation from Monica Kleinrahm (Arkala – Cub leader and gliding member of 

the ASC), Richard Geytenbeek and Peter Sachs presented two sessions respectively on behalf of 

the ASC, focussing on the principles of flight (powered and non- powered) but with an emphasis 

on Gliding. 

 

This was followed by a practical activity to construct a cardboard 2 seat glider, the concept and 

production of templates for the aircraft, being creatively produced by Richard. 

The Cub groups comprising girls and boys of mixed ages and ethnic backgrounds tackled the 

task with great interest and enthusiasm, the outcomes of which are depicted in the accompanying 

photo. 

Fun was had by all and who knows, with Monica’s ongoing encouragement, some seeds for 

young future aviators at the ASC may result. 

Thanks are expressed to Monica for this opportunity. 

 

 

 



7 
 

 
 

Some nice model gliders there – Peter even managed to get into the photo. 

 

 

COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

Well the AGM has come and gone and as is normal, some Committee members have had to 

retire as a result of the Constitution requirements and others, due to personal circumstances or 

moving away, have had to resign.  

Chantal DIDENKO – for personal reasons. Belen SWART – is living interstate now. 

Peter SACHS – has served 6 consecutive years and is not eligible for re-election. 

Megan GABELL – filled a casual vacancy and offered herself for election. 

 

New Committee members are, Megan GABELL, Brian RAU, Bridgette McALLISTER, 

Tony LEWIS. 

 

A very sincere THANK YOU  for those that have served us so well and CONGRATULATIONS  

to the Members offering to continue to keep up the good work and in particular Megan who 

accepted the challenging position of Vice President. A great selection. 

 

Both CFI’s had been in their positions for an extended time and have been given a well-earned 

break. Such is the depth of knowledge, qualification and experience in the ASC that two 

excellent pilots put their hands up and volunteered to take on the gliding and LSA CFI positions. 

John Whittington has retired from the gliding position and has been replaced by Paul Marshall. 

Whilst Karl Faeth has retired from the LSA position and has been replaced by Ian McDonald.  

We wish them well and trust that they will be well supported by ASC members. 
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LSA UPDATE 

 

Our new LSA CFI, Ian McDonald, is very experienced in a number of fields and he used his 

expertise to conduct a Professional Development meeting at Gawler on Sunday 30
th

 August. All 

LSA Instructors were able to make the meeting and enjoyed a really informative and educational 

day. Thank you Ian. Well done. 

 

Some changes will come as a result of the meeting. As members are no doubt aware the ASC is 

seen as a very desirable destination for recreational and gliding pilots and budding pilots. Whilst 

we have a number of great instructors, sometimes there are not enough aircraft available or hours 

in the day to satisfy the demand. Let me assure you that instructing is demanding and our present 

system of a maximum of 4 students at 2 hour bookings per day is seen as a good number. The 

quality of instruction would suffer if those numbers are extended. “HUMAN FACTORS” 

 

However one must always look for ways to improve on what we have, so discussions are afoot 

to see if we can’t offer some training on Sundays. Its early days but let’s see what happens. 

 

Ian McDonald is planning to advise all members of plans and any changes to procedures in the 

very near future. 

 

 

HANGAR SPACE 

 

As I mentioned above, Gawler is a very desirable airfield destination, being so close to Adelaide 

and with the new Northern Expressway extension now open. It will even be more so in the 

future. On quiet days it is 30 minutes from North Haven. Excellent. 

 

On occasions people interested in buying an aircraft are asking about hangar space, so any 

hangar owners interested in making some space available and getting some support in sharing 

costs, please advise. 

 

 

COMMUNICATION AT ADELAIDE SOARING CLUB 
 

ASC WEBSITE https://www.adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Information about the club for visitors and official information for members. 

 

ASC OFFICE  office@adelaidesoaring.org.au  08 8522 1877 

 

ASC ANNOUNCE communications@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

For official information within the club and can only be used by club officials. All 

members are required to have a site to receive these messages. 

 

ASC MAINTENANCE maintenance@adelaidesoariong.org.au 

 For contacting  the official ASC Aircraft Maintainer. 

 

ASC MEMBERS members@adelaidesoaring.org.au   

For members to post items relating to club matters. Members can opt out. 

 

FACEBOOK  The ASC has a Facebook page and also a club Facebook Group. 

 

ASC E-News To convey information about club activities. Usually presented monthly. 

 

COMMITTEE The Committee meets monthly and meeting minutes are posted on Notice Boards. 

 

https://www.adelaidesoaring.org.au/
mailto:office@adelaidesoaring.org.au
mailto:communications@adelaidesoaring.org.au
mailto:maintenance@adelaidesoariong.org.au
mailto:members@adelaidesoaring.org.au
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OFFICIAL CLUB CONTACTS 
 

 

Richard SKINNER President  0419 818 024     president@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

 

Megan GABELL         Vice President   0449691649     Megan.llewellyn@adelaide.edu.au 

 

Brenton SWART          Committee             0411 885 320         brenton@addhance.com.au 

 

Scott CREW                             “                      0417 452 759     srccrew@gmail.com 

 

Bridgette McALLISTER        “    0467 801 645     bsmcallister@hotmail.com 

 

Brian RAU          “                  0406777564     brian.adl@bigpond.com 

 

Tony LEWIS          “    0417 853 768        tony.lewis@chariot.net.au 

 

Peter SACHS                     Secretary                0402 123 059        petersachs@primus.com.au 

 

Steve PEGLER                  Treasurer   0438 409 928         treasurer@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

 

Paul MARSHALL CFI Gliding   0418 809 431          john.whittington@senet.com.au 

 

Ian McDONALD  CFI LSA   0419 867 517          raaus-cfi@adelaidesoarong.org.au 

 

Tom LEECH                   Airfield Manager  0400 900 903         gam@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

mailto:president@adelaidesoaring.org.au
mailto:Megan.llewellyn@adelaide.edu.au
mailto:brenton@addhance.com.au
mailto:srccrew@gmail.com
mailto:bsmcallister@hotmail.com
mailto:brian.adl@bigpond.com
mailto:tony.lewis@chariot.net.au
mailto:petersachs@primus.com.au
mailto:treasurer@adelaidesoaring.org.au
mailto:john.whittington@senet.com.au
mailto:raaus-cfi@adelaidesoarong.org.au
mailto:gam@adelaidesoaring.org.au

